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On Nov. 4, the House approved a Continuing Resolution containing another $3.2 million in aid
for the contras through Dec. 15. Democratic opponents of further aid have said they will oppose
any aid beyond that date. The money approved last Wednesday was included in a resolution that
continues spending for all federal government programs at the same levels as in the previous fiscal
year. The resolution was required to continue to finance government operations in the absence of an
agreement on the budget. Congress is likely at this juncture to turn its attention for the remainder of
the fiscal year, that is, through the end of September. This resolution does not contain any money for
the contras. An aide to the Democratic leadership said a vote on the second resolution is expected
in the next several weeks and could turn into a showdown on the issue of whether to cut off aid
to the contras. House Republicans are expected to introduce an amendment to the second budget
resolution that would provide another $30 million in non-military aid to the contras. The House
approved the spending resolution by a margin of 256 to 159 after Rep. David E. Bonior (D-Mich.)
relented on his plans to press for a test vote on how the money is to be distributed. Bonior, a contra
aid opponent, had contemplated a vote that would have prevented the CIA from administering
the non-military aid. On Nov. 6, the Senate approved the short-term CR by a voice vote. [Coalition
for a New Foreign Policy, 11/05/87, 11/06/87. The Coalition can be contacted at 712 G Street SE,
Washington DC 20003.]
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